Keeping the “Party Poopers” at Bay!
(Or … a few useful tips for students about party planning)

It is always a good time to remind all students living out in the local community of a few guidelines on noise and parties!  
We are aware that most of you know how to enjoy yourselves without upsetting the neighbours but the most common complaint from neighbours in the area surrounding the College is noise nuisance caused by student parties: While we don’t want for you not to enjoy your time at university, poor relations with your neighbours can cause unnecessary unpleasantness and general bad feeling towards the College. 
When arranging a party we would suggest the following:

· Inform and involve your neighbours in advance. (You may even consider inviting them along to join you).

· Agree a reasonable time to bring the party to an end.
· Don’t expect to be able to hold parties weekly, (unless you have particularly relaxed neighbours).  
· Spread the load by getting friends to use their houses also.
· Bear in mind that Friday and Saturday nights are the most acceptable nights as the majority of people don’t have to get up early for work or the school run.
· It is a good idea to keep windows and external doors closed as much as possible to keep the noise inside.

· If the party moves outside, be aware of how sound carries much further out of doors.  
If neighbours are troubled by repeated excessive noise, we ask them to try to raise the issue with you first and then contact the College if a resolution can not be reached.  Often an apology for disturbance is all it takes to pacify people.  In extreme cases or where the problem persists, the College will look to impose a penalty on students who have caused a severe nuisance.
Occasionally we receive complaints about behaviour that we consider acceptable - for example, barbeques held at reasonable hours or general talking in houses.  We do not consider these to be unreasonable behaviour and will not attempt to investigate such matters.
At the end of the day, a bit of advance planning should go a long way towards ensuring that a “hassle-free” and enjoyable time is had by all.

If you have any questions about any of this please contact RHUL Community Liaison Officer, Helen Groenendaal, on 01784 443394 or by email at the mailbox community@rhul.ac.uk 
