STUDENT TALENTED ATHLETE RECOGNITION SCHEME

The Student Talented Athlete Recognition Scheme (STARS) at Royal Holloway, University of London provides wide-ranging active support to assist student elite athletes in achieving their full potential during their time at the College, in their combined sports and academic performances.  STARS is a partnership scheme.  The support it offers aims to reflect the amount of time, effort, enthusiasm and dedication its Awardees put into their training, performance and importantly, their contribution to STARS.  This is an exciting time for sport at Royal Holloway, University of London.  The College already boasts some excellent sport and recreational facilities, and these will be added to as the next phases of the Sports Facilities Strategy progress.

Since its launch in 1996, STARS has so far supported several Olympians and more than 90 athletes with world and national rankings. The STARS scheme currently encourages a wide range of athletes in their quest for sporting success, such as, five students that have recently competed at the Beijing Olympics in various disciplines.

Eligibility

A limited number of Sports Bursaries are offered to full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students who are either already attending the College, or who have applied for admission and been accepted onto a course there.  Applicants for the scheme must have an outstanding ability in a particular sport, being currently junior or senior international performers, or showing strong evidence of international potential.  They must also make themselves available to represent the College and/or University of London in their sport.  The Bursaries are renewable annually by application, subject to fulfilling the conditions of the award.

Benefits to STARS Students

· The Bursaries are of significant value, currently offering each Awardee:

· Financial support of up to £1000 per year.
· Access a Strength and Conditioning Coach 

· A Liaison Mentor to liaise between academic department, athlete and College authorities.

· 10 free Sports Therapy sessions.

· Guaranteed College Accommodation place throughout study periods with some flexibility over meal times, etc to suit training commitments. (An online application online must be made within the deadline specified.  Failure to do so may result in forfeiture of the offer of accommodation)
· Free access to on-campus sports facilities and fitness suite.

· Development of partnerships with local sports clubs, high performance centres and centres of excellence to benefit the individual athlete.

· Automatic membership of the FANS (Free Access to National Sportspeople) Scheme.  Benefits include:

· Free access to many local and countywide sports facilities.

· Discounted Chiropractic Care, including free spinal screening, 'sports assessments', and health questionnaires.

· The College's Sports Clubs participate in both local and national competitions. This will give you the opportunities compete in two main leagues British University College Sport (BUCS) and University of London (ULU) leagues. 
· Special consideration regarding College Campus Parking Permits.

· Competing for the College also provides an opportunity to be nominated for Full Colours, the highest sporting award the College can bestow.

· Our accessible, knowledgeable and helpful staff will also happily consider other suggestions and athlete-requirements to enhance our ever-developing STARS.

Commitment from STARS Students

Through a contract STARS Awardee will be expected to:
· Maintain or improve their performance at a high level in their sport.

· Fulfil the requirements of their academic programme.

· Compete for Royal Holloway, University of London within the BUCS competition structure whether this is in an individual or team sport (this can be waived by agreement with the Sports Development Executive).  
· Represent and promote the sporting profile of the College, particularly to existing and potential sponsors of the scheme, in anyway seen fit by the College.

· Agree to behave in a fashion fitting with a representative of the College, abiding by the College’s Statutes' Regulations and Rules.

· Produce an annual report of their past year's sporting achievements, detailing any expenditure of bursary funding; to be taken into consideration regarding any renewal of the bursary.

· Abide by College financial procedures regarding expenditure of bursary.

· Abide by the relevant rules and regulations of their appropriate National Governing body.

· (Failure in any of these areas without good cause will result in termination of the bursary).

